Bible Study: Letters of Paul

Central Presbyterian Church

November 23, 2025

Session 12/16: Romans “Life in the Spirit”

Reading: Romans 8:1-17

English text taken from the Lexham English Bible

Greek text taken from SBLGNT (Society of Biblical Literature Green New Testament)

Romans 8:1-17: The Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus

Contextual Background Audience
Mixed Jewish-Gentile church in Rome (ca. 57 CE), facing tensions over law, sin, and
identity in Christ.

Literary Context
Climax of Romans 1-8; transition from justification (chs. 3-5) and sanctification (chs. 6—
7) to assurance of final salvation (ch. 8).

Key Theme
Life in the Spirit vs. death in the flesh; freedom from condemnation through union with
Christ.
Verse
Greek (SBLGNT):
008V dpa vOv katdkpiua toig év Xplot@® Incod.
LEB:
Consequently, there is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus.
Gloss:

0U8¢v | Gpa | vV | katdkpua | Toig | év | Xpot® | Incol |
| No | therefore | now | condemnation | to-the-ones | in | Christ | Jesus |
Grammatical & Lexical Notes:
e OUBEv...katakplpa — Double negation = absolute negation. Katakpiua =

“condemnation, penalty” (legal term).

e dApaviv - Inferential (“therefore now”) links to ch. 7’s struggle;
eschatological “now” (cf. 3:21; 5:9).

e T0I¢év Xplot® Inool — Dative of sphere; corporate identity in Christ (Pauline
mysticism).

Historical Context:
e Roman legal system: condemnatio = death sentence. Paul uses forensic

imagery to declare acquittal for believers.
e Jewish background: Echoes Day of Atonement (Lev 16); Christ as final
sacrifice removes guilt.



Synthesis:
The believer’s legal status is irrevocably changed: no condemnation because of
union with the risen Christ. This is the hinge of ch. 8.

Verse 2

Greek:
0 yap vouog tol nvelpatog thg {whg v Xplot® Incol AAeuBépwoév og Anod tol
vopou ti¢ apaptiag kai told Bavdtou.

LEB:
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin
and death.

Gloss:

| 6] yap | vouog | to0 | mvedpatog | thg | {whg | €v | Xpot® | Incol | AAeuBépwaoév

| og | and | tol | vépou | thg | Guaptiag | kai | To0 | Bavdtou |

| The | for | law | of-the | Spirit | of-the | life | in | Christ | Jesus | freed | you | from |

the | law | of-the | sin | and | of-the | death |

Grammatical & Lexical Notes:

e vopoc...tol mvevpatog — Not Torah, but principle/power (cf. 7:23).

e NAsuBEpwodv oc — Aorist indicative (some mss: pg); decisive past act with
ongoing effect.

e 100 vopou tfig dpaptiag kai tod Bavdatou - Personified “law” = dominion of sin
leading to death (cf. 6:23).

Historical Context:
e Freedom language: Resonates with manumission (slave freed by ransom).

Christis the liberator.
e Jewish view of Torah: Paul redefines nomos — Torah cannot liberate; only the
Spirit does.

Synthesis:
The Spirit operates as a new governing principle, breaking the vicious cycle of sin
-> death (ch. 7). This is liberation theology rooted in resurrection power.

Verse 3

Greek:
0 yap A8uvatov to0 vopou, év () foBvel 81a TS capkdg, © BedC TOV Eautod
vidv mépag £v OpolwpaTL capkOg Auaptiag Kai mepl Auaptiog KATEKPLVE TV
Guaptiav év T oapki,

LEB:
For what was impossible for the law—in that it was weak through the flesh—God
did. He condemned sin in the flesh by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and concerning sin,

Gloss:



| © | yaip | &8uvartov | tol | vopou | év | W | AoBével | 81 | thic | capkdc | 6 | Bedg
| TOv | €autol | vidv | méudag | év | Opowwpatt | oapkdg | auaptiag | kai | mepl |
Guaptiag | katékpve | thyv | Guaptiav | €v | Th | capki |
| The | for | impossible-thing | of-the | law | in | which | it-was-weak | through | the |
flesh | God | — | his | own | Son | having-sent | in | likeness | of-flesh | of-sin | and |
for | sin | condemned | the | sin | in | the | flesh |
Grammatical & Lexical Notes:

e 1O GdUVatov tol vopou — Neuter substantive; Torah’s inability to save.

e dutfic oapkodg - Instrumental; human weakness (not sin per se).

e £vOpowwpatt oapkOg paptiag - Crucial: Christ took human nature but not
sinful nature (cf. Phil 2:7).

e Tepi Guaptiag - Sacrificial term (LXX Lev 16:5); sin offering.

Historical Context:
Sin offering (NnxvN) = Christ as substitutionary sacrifice.
Condemnation of sin in the flesh:
Not Christ condemned, but sin itself judged in His body.
Synthesis:
God accomplished what Torah could not: sin’s power was broken through
Christ’s incarnation and atonement. The cross is the divine verdict on sin.
Verse 4
Greek:
iva 0 Sikaiwpa tol vopou mAnpwOi £v NEiv toig un katd odpka neputatoloy
AAG katd velpa.
LEB:
in order that the requirement of the law would be fulfilled in us, who do not live
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
Gloss:
| iva | 0 | Sikaiwpa | To0 | vopou | mAnpwOi | €v | AWV | toig | i | katd |
odpka | neputatolowv | GAA | katd | mvelpa |
| so-that | the | righteous-requirement | of-the | law | might-be-fulfilled | in |
us | the-ones | not | according-to | flesh | walking | but | according-to | Spirit |
Grammatical & Lexical Notes:
e 1O dkaiwpa-“Righteous requirement” (not full Torah observance); moral

intent of the law.
e TANPWOR — Passive subjunctive; God fulfills it in us.
e Tmieputatololv — Present participle; lifestyle/habitual walk.

Historical Context:
e Walk (3"7n) = Jewish idiom for conduct (cf. Ps 1).

e Paulinverts: Not by law-keeping, but by Spirit-enabled obedience.

Synthesis:



The goal of the law (righteousness) is achieved not by human effort but by Spirit-
transformed living.
Verses 5-8: Contrast of Two Mindsets

v.5

SBLGNT:
oi yap katd odpka Ovteg Ta T capkOg ppovololy, oi 8€ kotd nvelpa @ tol
TIVEUUOTOG.

LEB:
For those who are living according to the flesh are intent on the things of the
flesh, but those who are living according to the Spirit are intent on the things of
the Spirit.

Gloss:

| oi | yap | katd | odpka | 6vteg | T | thic | capkOg | dbpovolov | oi | 6¢ |

katd | mvelpa | t@ | to0 | mvebpatog |

| The-ones | for | according-to | flesh | being | the-things | of-the | flesh | mind

| the-ones | but | according-to | Spirit | the-things | of-the | Spirit |
Grammatical and lexical notes:

oi ...koth odpka OVTEC

Mind set on flesh - death

v.6

SBLGNT:
10 yap dpovnua tiig capkOg Bavatog, T0 &€ dpovnua tol nvevpatog Lwr) Kai
giprvn-

LEB:
For the mindset of the flesh is death, but the mindset of the Spirit is life and
peace,

Gloss:

| T | yap | dpdvnua | T | capkdg | Bavatog | 10 | 8¢ | dpdvnua | Tol |
nvevpatog | {wn | kai | iphvn |
| The | for | mindset | of-the | flesh | death | the | but | mindset | of-the |
Spirit | life | and | peace |
Grammatical and lexical notes:

e 1O Pppdvnua tfic oapkOg Bavatog

e Fleshly mindset = death

e 1O ¢ppovnua ol rvevpatog {wn Kai eipivn

e Spiritual mindset = life & peace

Key Terms:
o Odpovnua-“Mindset, disposition” (not just intellect).
e o0apkO¢— Not body, but sinful human nature apart from God.
e TmveLpatog - Holy Spirit (capital I in context).

Historical Context:



Stoic mpoaipeaolig (disposition) vs. Jewish yetzer (inclination). Paul merges both.
(Skip verses 7 and 8)
Synthesis (v.5-8):
e Two existential orientations: Flesh > self-centered, hostile to God, cannot
please Him (v.8).

e Spirit > God-centered, alive, at peace.

Verse 9

Greek:
Y ueig 8¢ oUk €0t £v oapki AANG €v veUpaty, einep nivelpa B0l oikel v Uiv.
g 6¢ Ti¢ mveOpa XpLotol oUk £xel, oUtog oUk Eotwv altod.

LEB:
But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in
you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, this person does not belong
to him.

Gloss:
| "Yueic | 8¢ | oUk | €ot€ | év | oapki | GAAG | év | mvebpartt | sinep | mvelpa |
Be00 | oikel | év | Upiv | &i | 8¢ | tig | mvedpa | Xplotol | oUk | £xel | oUtog |
oUk | €otwv | aUtod |
| You | but | not | are | in | flesh | but | in | Spirit | if-indeed | Spirit | of-God |
dwells | in | you | if | but | anyone | Spirit | of-Christ | not | has | this-one | not
| is | his |

Grammatical Notes:

e cinep -“ifindeed” (confident condition).

e TiveUpa Beol / mvelpa Xplotol - Interchangeable; Trinitarian hint.

Historical Context:
e Indwelling Spirit = Old Testament promise fulfilled (Ezek 36:26-27; Joel 2:28).

e Belonging to Christ = covenant membership.

Synthesis:

Identity marker of a Christian: possession of the Spirit. No Spirit = no Christ.
Verse 10

Greek:
€l 6& XpLotog év UiV, TO pév opa vekpov 810 apaptiav, 1O &€ nvelpa Lwr) Sua
Skatoouvnv.

LEB:
But if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness.

Gloss:
| i | 8¢ | XplotOg | év | Upiv | TO | pév | oQpa | vekpov | 81a | duaptiav | T0 |
6¢ | mvelpa | Twn | 6 | Sikatoouvny |



| If | but | Christ | in | you | the | on-one-hand | body | dead | because-of | sin
| the | on-the-other-hand | Spirit | life | because-of | righteousness |
Grammatical Notes:
e TO pPEv...TO 8¢ — Correlative contrast.

e oWpavekpOv — Mortal body, still subject to decay.

e TveUpa dwr) — Spirit as source of life (or human spirit made alive?).

Synthesis:
e Already/notyet: Body - still dies (sin’s consequence).

e Spirit > already alive (righteousness imputed and imparted).

Verse 11

Greek:
ei 6¢ 10 nvelpa toU €yeipavtog tOv Incolv €k vekp@v oikeT €v Uiy, O Eyeipag
XpLotov €k vekp@v {worotroel kal td Bvntd cwpata Uy S1d 1 évolkolv
aUtoU rveOpa v Upiv.

LEB:
And if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, the one
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also make alive your mortal bodies
through his Spirit who lives in you.

Gloss:
| €i | 6¢ | 0 | mvelpa | o0 | éyeipavtog | tOv | Incolv | ék | vekp@v | OiKeT |
év | Uuiv | O | éyeipag | Xplotov | €k | vekpQv | Zwomotfoet | kai | t& | Bvntd |
owpata | Uudv | 8 | o | évowkolv | altol | nvelua | €v | Upiv |
| If | but | the | Spirit | of-the-one | having-raised | Jesus | from | dead | dwells
| in | you | the-one | having-raised | Christ | from | dead | will-make-alive |
also | the | mortal | bodies | of-you | through | the | indwelling | his | Spirit | in
| you |

Key Phrase:
{wormolnoeL...td Bvntd cwpoata — Future resurrection guaranteed by indwelling
Spirit.

Historical Context:
Resurrection hope = core Jewish belief (Dan 12:2); now personalized in Christ.

Synthesis:
The same power that raised Jesus will raise believers. The Spirit is the down
payment of resurrection (cf. 2 Cor 1:22).

Verses 12-13: Moral Imperative

Greek (v.13):
el yap katd odpka {fite, péMete AmoBvrokewy- €i 8€ mvelpatt TaG npdéelg tol
owpatog Bavatolte, {ioecbe.

LEB (V13):
For if you live according to the flesh, you are going to die, but if by the Spirit you
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.



Gloss:
| €i | yap | katd | odpka | Tfte | uéMete | amobvriokew | i | 8¢ | mvebpatt |
106 | mpagelg | ToU | owpatog | Bavatolte | {ioecbe |
| if | for | according-to | flesh | you-live | you-are-about | to-die | if | but | by-
Spirit | the | deeds | of-the | body | you-put-to-death | you-will-live |
Grammatical Notes:
e OavatoUte - Present active; ongoing mortification of sin.

e TmveLpatL- Instrumental dative; by means of the Spirit.

Synthesis: Indicative = Imperative:
e Because you are in the Spirit (v.9),

e Therefore put sin to death by the Spirit (not self-effort).

Verses 14—-17: Adoption & Inheritance
v.14 Greek:
&ooL y&ip rvevpatt Beol Gyovrat, oUtot viot iotv Beod.
v.14 LEB:
For all those who are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
Gloss:
| 6ool | yap | mvebpatt | B0l | Gyovtal | vioi | Beol | giow |
| As-many-as | for | by-Spirit | of-God | are-led | sons | of-God | are |
Grammatical and lexical notes:
e uioi 800 Gyovtat

e Led by Spirit = sons of God

v.15 Greek:
oU yap éAdBete mvelpa Souleiag A i¢ dpoBov, AMA ENdBete nvelpa
vioBeoiag v W kpdlopev- ABPa O mathp:

v.15 LEB:
For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry out, “Abba! Father!”

Gloss:
| oU | yap | éAdBete | mvelpa | SouAeiog | maAw | €ig | doBov | GAN | éNdBete
| vedpa | uioBeoiag | év | W | kpddopev | ABRE | O | matrp |
| not | for | you-received | spirit | of-slavery | again | into | fear | but | you-
received | spirit | of-adoption | in | which | we-cry | Abba | the | Father |

Grammatical and lexical notes:

e Tvelpa vioBeoiag

e Spirit of adoption

v.16 Greek:
aUtd 10 nvelpa cuppaptupel TO rveb patt UV OtL Eopév Tékva Beol.



v.16 LEB:
The Spirit himself confirms to our spirit that we are children of God,
Grammatical and lexical notes:
e CouUPHapPTUPET
e Spirit co-testifies

v.17 Greek:
ei 6€ tékva, kai KAnpovdpol kAnpovépol pév Beol, ouykAnpovopol 8¢ Xpiotod,
gimep oupndoyopev iva kai cuv6oEacdWuEV.
v.17 LEB:
and if children, also heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we
suffer together with him so that we may also be glorified together with him.
Gloss:
| i | 8¢ | téxkva | kai | kAnpovépol | kKAnpovopol | pév | 8ol | cuykAnpovouol
| 6¢ | Xplotol | sinep | oupndoxopev | iva | kai | cuvdofacB®uev |
| if | but | children | also | heirs | heirs | on-one-hand | of-God | co-heirs | on-
the-other-hand | of-Christ | if-indeed | we-suffer-with | so-that | also | we-may-
be-glorified-with |

Grammatical and lexical notes:
e UykKAnpovouol
e Co-heirs with Christ

Verses 14-17 Key Terms:
e vioBeoia-Roman legal adoption (full heirship).

e ABRA - Aramaic intimacy (Mark 14:36).
e gupumndoxopev — Suffering with Christ > glory with Him.

Historical Context:
e Roman adoption: Adult sons adopted as full heirs; irreversible.

e Jewish sonship: Israel as “son” (Exod 4:22); now expanded to Gentiles.

Synthesis (v.14-17):
Believers are:
e Led by the Spirit (v.14)

e Adopted as sons (v.15)
e Assured by inner testimony (v.16)
e Heirs through suffering with Christ (v.17)



Summary of Romans 8:1-17
Theme / Content

No Condemnation (1-4)

Legal acquittal & liberation by the Spirit
Two Ways of Life (5-8)

Flesh vs. Spirit; death vs. life
Indwelling Spirit (9-11)

Guarantee of resurrection
Ethical Living (12—-13)

Mortify sin by the Spirit
Adoption & Inheritance (14-17)

Sons, heirs, co-sufferers with Christ
Theological Center:

The Spirit applies Christ’s victory — from justification to glorification —
transforming believers into sons who walk in freedom, kill sin, and await

resurrection.

Let the Spirit of life lead you as you walk (peripated) in Him.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

¢ Whatdoes “no condemnation” mean for believers?

e How can we live “according to the Spirit”?

How does the Spirit confirm our identity as God’s children?



